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Character Analysis
	Emma Woodhouse is a fortunate lady whom the narrator describes as handsome, wise and wealthy. Additionally, Emma is too matured for her age, considering the responsibility bestowed upon her due to her mother’s death and father’s illness. “The real evils, indeed, of Emma’s situation were the power of having rather too much her own way, and a disposition to think a little too well of herself: these were the disadvantages which threatened alloy to her many enjoyments,” further elaborates on the development of Emma throughout the novel. The quotation appears in the earlier phase of the story as foreshadow of what is expected of Emma in the following chapters of Austen’s novel. Ms. Woodhouse learns the hard way of the threat she poses on her happiness due to her high-level of self-satisfaction and influence over other people’s lives. For instance, Mr. Knightley is offended and misled by embarrassing flirtations between Emma and Frank Churchill. On the other hand, Emma’s too much power on people such as Harriet increases the risk of exposure to an unhappy life.
	On the other hand, Mr. Knightley, known to be a man of action, plays a vital role in Emma’s life. His character in the novel is set forth by the following quote “If I loved you less, I might be able to talk about it more.” Mr. Knightley’s love for Emma is displayed through several actions that show genuine concern and care. In this regard, the quote sets the tone for the development of Mr. Knightley’s character as an honest man, who points out Emma’s flaws frankly. Despite Emma’s ignorance of Mr. Knightley’s affection, the man who has been a trusted family friend of the Woodhouse does not quit advising the clever and young lady. On that note, Mr. Knightley acts as the reader’s judge of Emma’s actions as he lives to love and highly respect the patriarch of Hartfield’s daughter.
	Ms. Harriet Smith is also a significant figure in Jane Austen’s novel. The 17-year old lady is a protégé for Emma evident through quotes such as “Harriet's claims to marry well are not so contemptible as you represent them. She is not a clever girl, but she has better sense than you are aware of, and does not deserve to have her understanding spoken of so slightingly.” Harriet Smith is a woman of uncertain parentage, an additional contributing factor to Emma’s treatment towards the young lady. The same quote gives light to Harriet Smith’s character development through phases of sweet tempers and humbleness that attract pleasing efforts from other characters. The novel’s narrator describes such character traits portrayed by Harriet Smith as the highest of standards an individual can possess. 
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